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KITSON V. PLAYFAIR.
THE close of the legal proceedings by the settlement of the
appeal in this very painful case brings to a natural end the
important discussions to which it has given rise. We have
dealt as fully as appears to be possible with the multitude of
points and problems which our correspondents have raised.
The time has come when we may perhaps sum up the matter
and take leave of it.
We are sure that the sympathy which has been expressed by

many members of the profession and by many laymen for Dr.
Playfair, whose high and honourable character no one
has in anyway impugned, is entirely misinterpreted by those
organs of general public opinion which have suggested that the
feeling in the profession is in any way lax as regards the
maintenance of professional secrecy. Those who followed
the discussion in our columns will be aware that we, and a
great majority of our individual correspondents, would much
prefer, on the contrary, that the sanctity of medical confi-
dences should be recognised, as it is not now, by law. The
Oath of Hippocrates remains the first rule of the profession,
and no one has the least desire to tamper with it. Never-
theless, it is only the ignorant who will deny that very
difficult cases must from time to time arise, and it was the
consideration of this fact which led Sir John Williams and
Sir William Broadbent to set up, perhaps in rather too wide
language, their propositions as to the " discretion "'vested in
the medical man to break the seal of confidence, where it is
necessary to prevent danger to those to whom he owes
another sacred duty.
Undoubtedly the difficult and peculiar circumstances of

the particular case in which, by no fault of his own, Dr.
Playfair found himself involved, have partly obscured the
issue. It is a maxim in the legal profession that "hard
cases make bad law." The one thing essential in such
matters is to state broad principles unflinchingly and to
-leave the exceptions, if such there be, to take care of them-
selves.
We think the broad principle which has emerged from the

discussion may be fairly stated thus: The knowledge which
a doctor obtains, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, from
his patient is the patient's secret, and not the doctor's. It
must be taken to have been obtained on an absolute under-
standing that it will not be used without the patient's con-
sent. By that understanding a doctor is bound, however
hard upon himself the circumstances may be, except

in one class of cases. These are the cases where
the law, reinforced in fact by the widest principles of
morality, lays upon him the duty to break the seal. The
outermost limits of that duty may be a question as to which
legitimate difference of opinion might arise, but the ground
and general statement of it are clear enough. We prefer to
look at it from the standpoint of its most obvious case,
that is, as we have more than once insisted, the case in
which the doctor's continued silence would make him
practically the accomplice in a crime, which would be pre-
vented, and can only be prevented, by revealing the secret of
his patient. When we say a crime we are bound to include,
as the instances which have been mentioned in these columns
plainly prove, a certain number of cases where the mischief
to be prevented, though not a " crime " in the exact sense of
the word, involves a legal and moral wrong of great conse-

quence to innocent third parties, such as the preventable
communication of a dangerous disease. In the case, for
example, mentioned by one of our correspondents where
the parents of a child in scarlet fever kept a small shop,
and were anxious that the doctor should assist them in con-

cealing the fact of contagion from their customers on the one

hand and from their nursemaid on the other, it seems clear
that, although they were probably committing no definable
" crime," they were proposing an illegal and immoral course

of action, in which the doctor was not only not bound to
assist them, but was in fact bound to stop them. Beyond
these limits we, for our part, do not propose to go. In cases

of suspected pregnancy, such as those which we have dis-
cussed with our correspondents, the general rule would
appear to be, that apart from questions of attempted abortion,
there is hardly any reason which authorises a medical man to
reveal his patient's secret.
The questions connected with abortion are, however, in

some respects the most difficult branch in the whole
subject. We do not agree with the theory which has
obtained influential support that a medical man ought to
denounce to the police completed crimes which come to his
knowledge in the way of his profession. It may be that in
theory the good citizen ought to denounce all criminals to
the law, but in practice it is no part of his duty as that is
ordinarily understood. To a doctor, bound as he is by a

special fiduciary relation to keep his patient's secret in-

violable, the reasons against becoming an informer are

infinitely stronger than they are to other men. Where, how-
ever, there is any question of the repetition of the crime, or

where, as in matters of abortion, a doctor believes himself to
have evidence that some quack is making a custom of
nefarious practices, then the duty of giving information to
the police is obvious, if the facts are sufficiently clear.
The whole discussion has brought into clear relief the

great difficulty and delicacy of the conditions under which in
many cases a doctor's practice must be carried on. Patients
and the friends of patients are too often unreasonable,
and even reasonable people are commonly altogether regard-
less of the wider aspects of their own case; and a man

must expect to suffer, and perhaps suffer severel,y, however
wisely he may steer his course. The only safety is that
general rules should be laid down, as clearly and cogently as

possible, in such a form that the doctor may be able to refer
to them as his justification when individuals complain. It
appears to us that a grave necessity has arisen for a clear
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pronouncement upon the whole matter by authority. The
natural authorities for the purpose are those who administer
the internal discipline of the profession. They have their
opportunity. If they let it pass, it is quite possible that the
Legislature may attempt, as in other countries, to enact a
rigid rule. We do not think that it is in the interest either
of the profession or of the public that the latter course should
be taken. The authorities of the profession, especially in the
light of the recent discussions, are far better able to legislate
in a delicate and complex matter of this kind than the
House of Commons. It is for them to say what form their
action ought to take.

THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS, ENGLAND, AND THE REPRE-

SENTATION OF MEMBERS.
THE meeting of the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons,
England, which will be held on May i4th will be an im-
portant one, on account of the resolution which will be
brought forward by Mr. Rivington with reference to the
representation of Members on the Council. It may be of
interest briefly to review the steps taken by the Council in
this regard during the past few months.
At the February meeting the Committee which had been

appointed to inquire into the various suggested alterations
in the charters brought forward by the Association of Fellows
and the Society of Members presented its report. This
report was based on representations made to the Committee
by two deputations which had been received on behalf of
these two bodies, and also the historical resolution passed at
the January meeting of the Fellows with reference to the
direct representation of the Members on the Council, which
had been referred to the Committee by the Council. As a
matter of fact the report was, it would appear, unfavourable
to all of the suggested reforms, and it recommended that no
change should be made in the direction indicated. When,
however, the discussion took place in the Council respecting
it we are informed that Mr. Tweedy, who was a member of
the Deputation Committee, moved an amendment to the
effect that the report should not be adopted, but that a poll
of the Fellows should be taken on the question of the direct
representation of the Members on the Council. This amend-
ment was carried, and when it became a substantive motion
another amendment was moved, namely:
That before a a poll of the Fellows be taken the Council do take into

consideration at an early meeting the question whether Members should
or should not be represented on the Council.
This amendment was ultimately accepted, and so the
matter remained until the meeting of the Council in
March. At this meeting quite a retrograde step was
taken by the adoption of the following resolution by ii
votes to 8:
That as the members of this Council represent the body corporate

of this Royal College, and consequently its Members as well as its Fellows,
it is tlle opinion of this Council that no further representation of the
Members is desirable.
In consequence of this decision the conclusion was formed
that a temporary majority of the Council hlad succeeded in
throwing over the whole matter, despite the strongly-expressed
wishes of the " body corporate" upon the subject.

It is much to be regretted that this resolution should have
been passed; and as the numbers show that a full council

was not present, there are some reasons for believing that the
result would have been different had this not been the case.
However, it soon became evident that the strong minority
of the Council would not be content to allow the matter to
rest, and, therefore, no surprise need be felt that some action
should already have been taken in this regard. As a pre-
liminary step, Mr. Rivington will move at the next meeting
of the Council that the retrograde resolution above quoted
shall be rescinded. In view of this fact, it is to be trusted
that all the reforming members on the Council will do their
utmost to be present and record their votes in favour of
Mr. Rivington's motion.
The occasion is really an important one. If the reso-

lution be carried a great point will have been gained. The
way will be opened to proceed with the discussion of the
details with reference to the representation of the Members,
which is, after all, the main subject upon which serious con-
tention is likely to arise. But another matter is worthy of
mention, and that is the reintroduction of the resolution by
Mr. Tweedy relating to the suggestion of taking a poll of the
Fellows upon the question of the direct representation of the
Members on the Council. Mr. Tweedy has been permitted to
bring forward his motion on this subject for the second time,
despite its defeat by an amendment at the February meeting
of the Council. The effect upon the present aspect of the
Members' question, if this resolution be carried, cannot fail
to be salutary, inasmuch as a common belief prevails that a
plebiscite of the Fellows will show that the latter are in
favour of the Members being directly represented on the
Council. Fortified, then, by such a result as this, the reform-
ing Fellows, both within and outside the Council, will be
able to press forward their measures for reform upon the Council
with much greater effect. Meanwhile, it is only fair to refer
to the moderate and dignified attitude which, at the present
juncture, is being assumed by the Members themselves. We
understand that at a meeting of the Committee of the Society
of Members held last week a resolution was passed express-
ing regret at the recent decision of the Council on the Mem-
bers' question, and it was also agreed that no action should
be taken for the present regarding the suggestion of the
Members being represented on the Council by the Fellows.

THE POOR-LAW OFFICERS SUPERANNUATION
BILL.

THIs Bill passed through the Grand Committee of the
House of Commons on May ist, and was reported
as amended to the House on the same day. There
were a good many amendments made, but they were
mostly drafting improvements. On the second clause it was
attempted to narrow the scope of the Bill by excluding
officers (except medical officers) who devote only a portion of
their time to the Poor-law service. It was shown in the dis-
cussion that this distinction would be unwise and unfair, and
the amendment was withdrawn. The time limit for retire-
ment for disablement from age was fixed at sixty, or forty-
five years' service-an amendment whicli we think quite
fair.
The fifth clause, which permits the gualrdians, with the

consent of the Local Government Board, to add a number of
years to the actual service, not exceeding ten, as a reward
for exceptionally valuable work, was warmly contested,
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but was finally retained by a majority of 17 to 3. The
Bill was made a little more liberal to the holders of joint
offices by the concession of twenty years' service as a qualifi-
cation for a retiring allowance, irrespective of age, instead of

the stricter requirement of fifty years' age and twenty years'
service. As this alteration was carried against the Govern-
ment, we hope it will not be allowed in any way to inter-
fere with the smooth progress of the Bill in its remaining
stages.
The question of the extension of the Bill to Ireland and

Scotland was raised and discussed, but there appeared to be

considerable difficulties of a technical character in the way as

regards Scotland. The case of Ireland was unfortunately
not supported by the presence of a single Irish member,
except Mr. T. W. Russell, who was present as representing
the Local Government Board. He stated that the gaardians
in Ireland were not all agreed on the question, but promised
that the extension to Ireland should be open to consideration
on report. The Bill now stands well, as well as any private
member's Bill can, for passing this session, but we are warned
that there will be opposition to it on the third reading. It
must therefore be arranged that the Bill should have facilities
given it to ensure its passage, and we hope the Government
will do this for a measure likely to be of great value to the
Poor-law service. In the meantime all those interested in
the passage of the Bill should bring pressure to bear upon the
Government to ensure its enactment.

WE understand that Dr. Wilks, on being elected President
of the Royal College of Physicians, resigned his position as
Representative of the College on the General Medical Council,
and that Sir William Roberts, F.R.S., has been elected to fill
the vacancy on the Council thus caused.

DR. J. J. CRANNY has been elected to the seat on the
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, vacant
by the retirement of Mr. W. Stoker.

IT is stated that the experiments carried out in India
with the Lee-Metford bullet have been so successful that a
0.303 pellet with effective " stopping " powers has at last been
found, and this without loss of accuracy in shooting.

IT is announced that the thanksgiving festival in honour
of Jenner, which the National Health Society of Russia had
arranged to hold on the occasion of the centenary of vacci-
nation (May 14th), has, on account of the coronation of the
Czar, been postponed till October.

A CONVERSAZIONE will be given by the Medical Society of
London in the rooms of the Society, II, Chandos Street,
Cavendish Square, W., on May 18th. Dr. W. H. Allchin
will deliver an oration at 8.30 P.M., the subject chosen being
The Breaking Strain. At 9.I5 P.M. there will be a reception
by the President.

LIVERPOOL POST-GRADUATE COURSE.
A POST-GRADUATE course comprising thirty lectures and de-
monstrations has been arranged to be held in the principal
hospitals of Liverpool, and at TTniversity College, during May
and June, commencing May I2th. The subjects to be dealt
with have been placed in the hands of acknowledged authori-
ties, and with the immense amount of material at their dis-
posal the course may be expected to prove an unqualified
success. Medical practitioners who desire to do so can enter
separately for the clinical lectures and demonstrations, or for
the lectures on anatomy, physiology, and bacteriology.

CHOLERA AND WATER.
MR. HANKIN, in his little book Cholera in Indian Canton-
ments, and How to Deal with it, gives, as an example of how
easy it is to be misled as to the origin of cholera, the story of
the outbreak in the East Lancashire Regiment in Lucknow,
where E " Company escaped in what was considered at the
time an altogether inexplicable manner. The barracks occu-
pied by this company were almost surrounded by the
barracks of companies which suffered severely, yet the
disease passed over the men of "E " company, though they
were apparently living under exactly similar conditions to
the rest of the regiment. Mr. Hankin writes: " On question-
ing the colour-sergeant of this company the mystery at first
appeared to deepen, for he roundly asserted that the men
under his charge had exactly the same supplies of food and
water as the rest of the regiment. But on his being pressed
as to how he knew that the water supply was the same he
replied that he ought to know, if anybody, ' as he boiled it
himself !' Needless to say, that on making inquiries it was
found this simple sanitary precaution had not been taken by
the other colour-sergeants."

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: POSTPONEMENT
OF MEETING.

IT has been found necessary to postpone the special general
meeting of the Metropolitan Counties Branch summoned to
discuss the Amendment of the Laws relating to Certificates
of Death and Coroners' Inquests from Tuesday next, May
i2th, to Friday, May 22nd. The meeting will take place at
the Geological Museum, Jermyn Street, WV., at 8.30 P.M.

MR, CHAMBERLAIN ON INSTRUCTION IN TROPICAL
MEDICINE.

DR. PATRICK MANSON will commence his second course of
lectures on the Diseases of Tropical Climates, at St. George's
Hospital, on Tuesday, May Igth, and continue them twice a
week until July 24th. The value of the step previously urged in
these columns, and taken last year by the St. George's school,
in initiating systematic instruction in tropical medicine, has
been speedily recognised by the business-like statesman who
now presides over the destinies of the colonies. An announce-
ment of this year's course having been sent to the Colonial
Office, within a few days the following letter was received by
the Dean of the school:

Downing Street, April 2gth, I896.
SIR,-I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chambeirain to inform you that if

you will be good enough to supply fity copies of the enclosed notice he
will be glad to bring it to the notice of such medical officers holdin
Colonial appointments in tropical colonies as may be in this country al
the present time.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
EDWARD WINGFIELD.

A certificate of attendance on instruction in tropical medicine
will doubtless before long be made a necessary condition for
a colonial appointment in hot climates.

THE ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT AND THE NEW
WARRANT.

WE learn from a trustworthy source that the War Office is
trying hard by liberal promises to whip up a supply of can-
didates for the next examination for commissions in the
Army Medical Department, which takes place in August.
We earnestly advise young men who may be thinking of
offering themselves to wait until the new Warrant now in
preparation is actually promulgated. The War Office has on
previous occasions shown that it is not above using the con-
fidence trick to lure doctors into the service, and there is no
reason to believe that it is likely to be less scrupulous in the
present instance. If men enter the Army Medical Depart-
ment trusting to vague promises, they will have only them-
selves to thank for whatever may befall. The fate of Sur-
geon-Captain Fowler, cast adrift for no fault of his own,
without a farthing of compensation, after nearly ten
years' faithful service, should be a warning to all
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who may be simple enough to accept the assurances
of the War Office in a spirit of blind faith. If
a sufficient number of candidates can be got in August the
War Office will doubtless take advantage of the fact to keep
back the Warrant, or to whittle down any concesssons which
it may contain to the finest degree of tenuity. This tactical
manceuvre will easily be defeated if men will only be wary
enough not to walk into the trap. If the War Office is in
earnest in its professed desire to put the Army Medical
Department on a more satisfactory footing, let it produce the
Warrant so that candidates may know exactly what they are
about. It is unfortunate that we should have to warn medical
men who wish to serve their country in the Army Medical
Department that they should make their bargain with the
State as cautiously as they would with a sharp horse dealer,
but that is not the fault of the doctors.

THE ROYAL SOCIETY.
THE list of candidates selected by the Council of the Royal
Society for election as Fellows contains the names of two
members of the medical profession, Dr. F. W. Mott,
Pathologist to the London County Council Asylums, whose
numerous contributions to physiology and pathology of
diseases of the nervous system have well earned him this
recognition ; and Professor Charles Stewart, M.R.C.S.,
Curator of the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons
of England, and President of the Linnean Society, who has
made numerous valuable investigations in comparative
anatomy. Among the other names are those of two biologists,
Dr. John Murray, the editor of the Re.ports on the scientific
results of the voyage of Her Majesty's ship Challenger, and
the Rev. T. R. R. Stebbing, who described the amphipoda
collected by the Challenger. The list is completed by the
na1mes of two chemists-Dr. J. N. Collie, Assistant Professor
of Chemistry at Ujniversity College, London, and Dr. W. P.
Wynne, Assistant Professor of Chemistry in the Royal
College of Science, South Kensington; two astronomers-
Dr. A. M. W. Downing, Superintendent of the Nautical
Almanac, and Mr. W. E. Wilson, of Rathowen ; two
geologists-Dr. G. J. Hinde, and Mr. H. B. Woodward, of
the Geological Survey; one mineralogist-Mr. H. A. Miers,
of the British Museum; two engineers-Sir G. E. Clarke,
R.E., and Dr. Elgar, the naval architect; one mathematician
-Professor Karl Pearson, of University College, London;
and one physicist-Professor A. Gray, of the University
College of North Wales.

THE SOIREE AT THE ROYAL SOCIETY.
THE exhibits at the Royal Society 8oirge on Wednesday even-
ing were not very striking and original, and there was little
if any direct medical interest. The new photography by
Roentgen rays was well demonstrated by Messrs. Swinton,
Jackson, and Sydney Rowland. Mr. Swinton showed the
actual progress of photography by the x rays, and photo-
graphs of the hands of distinguished persons were taken
during the evening. A number of pictures of interesting
specimens of normal and abnormal bones in the living were
thrown on the screen by the limelight. A large collection of
skiagrams were also shown by Mr. Sydney Rowland, most
of which illustrated the application of the new photo-
graphy to the diagnosis of dislocations, fractures,
and bone diseases. Mr. Jackson gave an admirable
demonstration of the use of phosphorescent materials in
rendering x rays visible. Mr. W. Friese Greene exhibited
rapid photographic printing machines. By these machines
no fewer than from 2,000 to 3,000 copies of a photograph can be
printed, developed, and fixed in an hour. In one machine,
however, the number can be increased to i8,ooo, the photo-
graphs being printed on both sides of the paper at once.
The paper used is a highly sensitive bromide paper, and the
developer is amidol. These machines will shortly be used
by some of the illustrated journals, and it can readily be
understood how very valuable they may prove in recording

the actual impressions in medical and pathological cases.
The "aerator " exhibited by Messrs. Read Campbell and Co.
is an ingenious and rapid method of aerating water and
drinks. The agrator is used in combination with a soda
water bottle and patent stopper. It is made of sheet steel,
and contains compressed carbonic acid gas; the soda water
bottle being filled with water or other liquid, the aerator is
inserted in the stopper, and the closing of the latter liberates
the gas, producing strongly aerated water or other
liquid. The agrators may be charged with other
gases, and used for other purposes than aerating liquids.
The stereoscopic photo-chromoscope, exhibited by Mr. F. E.
Ives, is yet another effort to reproduce the colours of objects
and of Nature in the photographic picture. It is an instru-
ment which, with almost equal simplicity, records and repro-
duces colours more perfectly than the phonograph records
and reproduces sounds. The photo-chromoscope camera
makes, at a single exposure on a commercial photographic
sensitive plate, three pairs of images, which by differences
in their light and shade constitute a record of everything
that excites vision in the two eyes. The stereoscopic photo-
chromoscope translates this record to the eyes, so that the
object photographed appears to be seen through it. The new
binocular field glasses and stereo-telescopes of Mr. Carl
Zeiss are beautiful instruments. The most perfect stereo-
scopic vision of distant objects is obtained, and at the same
time a considerably larger field than in a Galilean telescope
of similar magnifying power. A most interesting series of
photographs illustrating the evolution of a splash was
shown by Professor Worthington, F.R.S., and Mr. R. S. Cole.
These photographs were taken each with an electric spark,
giving an exposure of less than 3-millionths of a second.
The spark could be so timed as to pick out any desired stage
of the splash within limits of error not exceeding, as a rule,
about 2-thousandths of a second. In this way the progress
of a great variety of splashes has been followed in minute
detail. The Marine Biological Association showed a series
of specimens illustrating-the boring habits of certain marine
animals, amongst them being a series of shells showing the
gradual disintegration due to the action of boring sponges.
During the evening Professor Meldola gave a demonstration
by means of the electric lantern of Professor Lippmann's
colour photographs by the inferential method. These repre-
sented stained glass windows, landscapes and flowers taken
from Nature, vases, and a portrait from life. At II o'clock
Professor Dewar, F.R.S., gave a most interesting series of
experiments with liquid air.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
LORDS AND THE INFANT LIFE

PROTECTION BILL.
IT is curious to note how history has repeated itself in respect
to the attempt to introduce legislative reforms for the better
protection of infant life. The Government of I871 could not
be induced to take action in this regard until the whole com-
munity had been horrified by the revelations in connection
with the baby murders committed by the woman Mary
Waters, and the repeated discovery of murdered infants
wrapped up in brown paper in various localities in London.
After the report of the Select Committee of the House of
Commons then appointed to consider a Bill drafted by Mr.
Ernest Hart and others, the present emasculated Act was
passed, and now, nearly a quarter of a century after this Act
came into force, the public are being horrified by the sicken-
ing details almost daily disclosed by the police inquiries into
the Reading case. Moreover, it is a fact well within the
public knowledge that the coroners in the various London
districts of -late have repeatedly been called upon to hold
inquests upon the bodies of infants which have been picked
up on doorsteps, in areas, and other places. Manifestly
the only conclusion to be drawn from this repetition of
history is that the Infant Life Protection Act, in its present
form, is powerless to deal effectually with the evils for the
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suppression of which it came into force. It is important to
point out that the Act had not been in force for twelve
months before its inefficiency became apparent. In I873 the
Metropolitan Board of Works endeavoured to introduce
an amending Bill, and from that time practically till
the Board came to an end, and subsequently up to the pre-
sent time by the London County Council the same efforts
have been continued. With all these facts before them, it is
earnestly to be hoped that the Lords' Committee, now sit-
ting, will not lightly discount the important evidence in
favour of the Bill which is being submitted to their judg-
ment. Already several most valuable suggestions have been
brought under their notice bearing directly upon the objects
of the Bill. Mr. Braxton Hicks, the Coroner for the South-
Western Division of London, forcibly expressed his convic-
tion of the necessity of registering and providing for the
legal inspection of all lying-in houses. He affirmed that
the lying-in houses were the source whence the baby traf-
fickers and farmers obtained the material for their trade.
The evidence bearing upon this point was incontestable.
But the difficulty then arose, What definition could be given
of a lying-in house? Lord Llandaff and one or two other
members of the Committee desired specific information upon
this detail. To define in precise terms for the purposes of
the Bill what a lying-in house is is not an easy matter. Of
course the idea is that the definition should apply to all
houses of the kind the owners of which habitually make a
trade of receiving women for confinement. But Lord Thring
pointed out that any registration of lying-in houses would
interfere with ladies taking lodgings near their physician
whose serAices for their confinement they specially desired.
Undeniably this fact adds to the difficulty of discovering a
definition for a lying-in house. There are reasons for be-
lieving that the Lords' Committee are by no means hostile to
the suggestion which Mr. Hicks has advanced in this regard;
only, of course, for the purposes of the Bill, it is essential to
meet in a satisfactory manner the difficulty which has
arisen.

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES AND THE LONDON SCHOOL
BOARD.

AN informal discussion of the matters in dispute between the
medical profession and the London School Board as to medi-
cal certificates of illness took place on May 6th at the School
Board Offices. The medical deputation, which consisted of
Dr. Glover, Dr. Bridgwater, and Dr. Colcott Fox, was received
in a most friendly and courteous manner by the School
Attendance Committee, Mr. Sharp being in the chair.

ALLEGED RACIAL IMMUNITIES.
A CORRESPONDENT writes: The question of racial immunity,
total or partial, from certain diseases has always been one
which has interested the minds of medical men, in spite of
the fact that scientific inquiry reveals in many such cases
that the non-appearance of the disease is due rather to
absence of the specific germ than to its failure to invade the
tissues. Still, there is no doubt that certain nations possess
greater specific powers of resistance in various directions
than others, though the causes of such powers are at present
far from being satisfactorily established. To no people has
this immunity been more freely assigned than the Jews, and
the belief in their preternatural invulnerability persists still
to a large extent, not only among the uneducated but in the
minds of cultivated and intelligent observers. Till quite
recently it was generally held that the tubercle bacillus
exempted the Chosen People from its ravages, and it is still
commonly asserted that venereal diseases are less frequent and
less virulent among Jews than among Gentiles. This may be
to some extent true, as a result of the cleanly practice of
circumcision, but the popular view of the subject is some-
what confused, as is shown by an amusing query recently
put to a Jewish doctor, who was asked whether Jews were
not entirely free from two forms of syphilis (!), phimosis and

paraphimosis. The recent outbreak of small-pox at Gloucester
has revived the question as to whether the Hebrew race is
ever affected by that disease. We have accordingly looked
into the subject, and have succeeded during the past week in
obtaining the histories of nine Jewish variola patients, among
whom is a lady who has had the disease twice. Furthermore,
those whose memories go back five-and-twenty years or so
will recall the sad death from malignant small-pox of Numa
Hartog, the only Jew who has ever attained the distinction
of Senior Wrangler. There is thus no ground for the state-
ment that small-pox is unknown in the Hebrew race. Still,
experience, both medical and lay, points to the fact that the
occurrence of the disease in Jews is comparatively rare. In
this it resembles some other specific fevers, particularly
diphtheria; in both cases the relative immunity is largely
due to the general good hygiene of the race, supplemented as
regards small-pox by the general practice of vaccination among
them; but it has yet to be decided whether, when this
main reason has been allowed for, there remains a substratum
of generic resisting power to the organism. The investiga-
tion of this problem and its far reaching consequences opens
up a wide field for future research.

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION OF EDINBURGH
AND ST. ANDREWS UNIVERSITIES.

AN Edinburgh correspondent writes: Sir Charles John
Pearson, Q.C., Lord Advocate for Scotland, has been
formally appointed one of the Senators of Her
Majesty's College of Justice in Scotland, in room of Lord
Rutherford Clark, resigned. The Parliamentary representa-
tion of Edinburgh and St. Andrews Universities is thus
definitely vacant. It is now believed to be practically certain
that the member for Buteshire (Mr. Andrew Graham Murray)
will be the new Lord Advocate, and Mr. Charles Scott
Dickson the new Solicitor-General for Scotland. A seat will
probably be found for the latter gentleman, but that is not
likely to be the seat for the Universities, so far as present
information goes. It is felt by many members of the universities
that the large number of medical graduates have a claim to,
representation; and, further, it appears necessary to break the
tradition which of late has made this particular seat a
belonging of the Solicitor-Generalship for Scotland. The
Conservative Committee of Edinburgh and St. Andrews
TJniversities met on Tuesday, and unanimously adopted the
following resolution:
That this meeting of the Committee of the Conservative Association of

the Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrews having learned that Sir
William Priestley, M.D., is willing to place his services at the disposal of
the constituency, and that his candidature will be acceptable to both
wings of the Unionist party, cordially adopt him as the Conservative can-
didate for tlle vacant seat.
Many Liberals, we understand, have put their names upon
Sir William Priestley's committee, and there appears to be
little probability of opposition. The election is to take
place next week. The leaders of the Conservative party in
England have, we understand, expressed their satisfaction at
the prospect of a member of the medical profession sitting
on their side of the House, to whose advice they may be able
to refer on many occasions.

OUR NATIONAL BEVERAGE.
UNDER this heading the Brewers' Journal, in a temperately-
written article, brings forward some facts which serve to
show that the condemnatory statements frequently appearing
in the papers as to the materials used in brewing are very
exaggerated, and in some instances quite erroneous. In the
first place it is shown that the barley malt employed in brew-
ing the 32,ooo,ooo barrels of beer annually produced in the
United Kingdom amounts to more than 8o per cent. of the
material used in brewing. This fact alone should suffice as
an answer to the wild statements that beer is concocted of all
kinds of abominable substitutes for malt and hops. Then it
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is stated that of this quantity of barley malt some portion is
the produce of foreign barley; and, further, that no brewer
uses Englich barley alone. Although it has been stated
that two leading brewers do not use either sugar, maize, or
rice, the partial substitution of English barley malt by
one or other of these materials or by foreign barley malt
is alleged to be indispensable for the production of beer
that will satisfy the present public taste and compete
with beer imported from the Continent. In connec-
tion with this point it is urged that so far as purity is
concerned one cereal is as good as another, and though barley
is most suitable for brewing purposes the technical reasons
for the use of substitutes for English barley, to the extent of
io or 20 per cent., are sufficiently strong to do away with the
charge that the practice amounts to an adulteration. These
statements relating to the. raw material which plays the
chief part in the production of beer are capable
of being submitted to the test of indisputable evidence ob-
tainable from the State department under which the trade of
brewing is very stringently supervised for fiscal purposes;
they cannot therefore be disposed of by mere sensational
charges. In regard further to the material employed for
flavouring beer, the statement is made that substitutes for
hops are used only by a few brewers whose production of
beer is but small. At the same time it is contended that
these substitutes-quassia, chiretta, calumba, etc.-are as
wholesome as hops, while possessing qualities similar and,
in some respects, superior to those of hops. Altogether the
position taken by our contemporary in defence of brewers is
an obviously rational one, and it will be no adequate
answer to its arguments to assume that its defence of the
brewers rests upon no better foundation than the interested
relation of a trade journal to that business. Those who
maintain that pernicious adulteration of beer is a practice so
common as to be injurious to the public must either support
their charge by satisfactory evidence, or admit that they
have been misled. Meanwhile there appears to be reason for
attaching credit to the assurance given by the Brewers' Jour-
nal that at the present day, no less than in the time of
Tacitus, the beer produced in this country "is a perfectly
genuine potus ex hordeo confectus, although its degree of ex-
cellence may sometimes vary."

TYPHOID FEVER AND THAMES WATER.
IN his report on the sanitary condition of the parish
of St. George Hanover Square, issued in June, I895,
Professor Corfield, the medical officer of health,
states that of the 65 cases of enteric fever which had
occurred in his district during the preceding year, no
fewer than 29 were notified in November and December
and only 14 in the three previous months when the seasonal
prevalence of the disease usually takes place. This he says
followed upon the delivery of inefficiently filtered Thames
water when the river was in flood, which was especially
noticeable in the year in question, the samples taken in
November having been very bad indeed. This tends to con-
firm the conclusions given in the article published in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for May 2nd on London Typhoid
and London Water.

THE BERLIN EXHIBITION.
OUR Berlin Correspondent writes: The Berlin Industrial
Exhibition was opened in state by the German Emperor on
May ist. In spite of its modest title, the exhibition is of
far more than merely local interest. The large and beautiful
buildings, erected in a vast and picturesque park that runs
down to the Spree, the artificial lakes with full-size ship
models, the elegant restaurants, and so on, give one the im-
pression of an international exhibition. An idea of the size
may be gained by the fact that the grounds cover a greater
area than those of the Paris exhibition of I889. A prominent
place is given to scientific and practical hygiene. It is a
well-known fact that, thanks to the untiring and intelligent

efforts of the municipal authorities, 'Berlin is now ahead of
most other European cities as regards drainage and general
sanitation. A series of models and drawings in the " Pavillon
der Stadt Berlin " show how this position has been won. A
large building is devoted to scientific and medical instru-
ments, optical, chemical, physical apparatus, etc. It goes by
the name of "Chemie Gebarde." Another entire building
contains apparatus relating to education and to the safety
and well-being of workmen,, etc. All these departments
promise to be of the highest interest as soon as they are
completed, for it need hardly be said that the Berlin exhibi-
tion shares the fate of all other exhibitions,' in so much as it
was not finished on its opening day.

THE APOTHECARIES' HALL, DUBLIN.
THE appeal of the Apothecaries' Hall, Dublin, against the
refusal of the General Medical Council to appoint assistant
examiners in surgery will be heard publicly by the Privy
Council, in the Privy Council Chamber, Whitehall, on Mon-
day next, May ixth. We understand that the "case" sub-
mitted by the Apothecaries' Hall relies chiefly upon the
argument that it was not the intention of Parliament to
enable the General Medical Council, directly or indirectly, to
deprive the Hall of its status as a body capable of holding
qualifying examinations, as would be the case if the General
Medical Council persists in its refusal to appoint examiners
in surgery. Stress is laid upon the fact that the Hall is
mentioned by name as a qualifying body in the Medical Acts.
The " case" submitted by the General Medical Council con-
tends, we believe, that the discretion vested in the Council
was duly exercised, that the examinations of the Hall had on
four special visitations and inspections been reported to the
General Council as insufficient, and that the appointment of
two assistant examiners in surgery would not secure the
maintenance of the necessary standard of proficiency re-
quired by the Medical Acts. We are not aware whether the
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland will be represented by
counsel at the hearing, but that body has issued a " state-
ment " which rehearses the history of the negotiations as to
the Hall in recent years, and recalls the now almost forgotten'
action brought by the College in the Irish Chancery Court,
in which it was held by the Vice-Chancellor that the Apothe-
caries' Hall was a medical corporation capable of granting a
diploma in medicine.

THE MIDWIVES' REGISTRATION BILL.
THE Midwives Bill was not reached on May 6th, and the
motion for its second reading is now set down for June ioth.
No private Bill which is opposed has now any chance of being
seriously proceeded with this year. Nevertheless, it will not
be without good effect to acquaint miiembers of the House of
the extent and grounds of the opposition which it will en-
counter from the medical profession.

THE PRIVILEGE OF THE PATIENT.
THE legal aspects of the relation of doctor and patient are
very usefully summed up in a short article which appears in
the May number of the New Review under the initials of
" L. H." The writer discusses the question from the point
of view of the absolute privilege conceded by British juris-
prudence to confidential communications made for obtaining
legal advice. He also gives instances of the fact that has
already been noticed in these columns that judges of the
highest eminence have more than once or twice remarked
that it is an anomaly that this kind of privilege should be
admitted in the case of lawyers alone, although the reasons
which the law gives for protecting legal secrets are exactly
applicable in every way to medical secrets also. He attacks,
however, with great energy the propositions as to medical
conduct laid down 'by Sir John Williams anid Sir William
Broadbent in the recent case, and points out the fact, to
which attention has not been so definitely called before,
that in most other countries the revelation of a medical
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secret, excepting in a case where the law obliges the
doctor to state his knowledge, is a misdemeanour punish-
able with six months' imprisonment, and that independently
of any unfriendly intention to .the patient. As some of our
readers may be curious to see the provisions of the European
law, we add the references given by " L. H." They are as fol-
lows: The Penal Code of France, Article 378, as explained
by an arret of the Cour de Cassation, dated Decem-
ber i8th, I885; and the Penal Codes of Belgiufa, Art. 458;
Germany, Art. 300; Austria, Art. 328; Holland, Art. 272;
Denmark, Art. 220; Italy, Art. I63; Turkey, Art. 215; Por-
tugal, Art. 420; and Spain, Art. 5I0.

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION.
THE meeting of the British Association will, as at present
arranged, commence at Toronto on August i8th. The last
occasion on which the British Association visited Canada
was in I884, when the meeting was held in Montreal.

THE MEDICAL OFFICERSHIP OF THE WEST RIDING.
THE Sanitary Committee of the West Riding County
Council had before it thirty-one applications for the post of
Medical Officer to the West Riding County Council, rendered
vacant by the appointment of Dr. Whitelegge to be Chief
Inspector of Factories. The Committee have selected Dr. J.
R. Kaye, Medical Officer of Health for Huddersfield; Dr.
Sidney Barwise, Medical Officer of Health for the County of
Derby; and Dr. Spottiswoode Cameron, Medical Officer of
Health for Leeds. The Committee will recommend to the
County Council the appointment of Dr. Kaye.

DIPHTHERIA AND THE ANTITOXIN
TREATMENT.

(Continued from page 986.)
LV.-W. T. WRAY, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Hull).*

One Case: Tracheotomy: Recovery: Exanthem: Loeffler's
Bacillus not Found.--The patient was a girl, aged 9, who was
first seen for a croupy cough; nothing could be seen in the
throat or heard in the chest, but the temperature was ioo°
and the pulse IIo. Three days later the tracheal symptoms
had greatly increased, and the urine was loaded with
albumen. The patient was evidently being asphyxiated, the
face being pallid and covered with perspiration, and the lower
ribs drawn in with each inspiration. Tracheotomy was per-
formed by Mr. E. H. Howlett at I A,M. next morning, a con-
considerable amount of membranous-like material being
thrown out of the opening, with immediate relief to the
breathing. At II A.M., after a fair night, 25 c.cm. of anti-
toxin, obtained from the British Institute of. Preventive
Medicine, were injected; the pulse was I40, the temperature
100.40, and the respirations 40. Seven hours later the tem-
perature was 990, the pulse 130, and the respirations 38. Next
day much softened pultaceous material was coming away
from the tracheal opening; the pulse was 148, the tempera-
ture 99.30, and the respirations 36. A second injection of
io c.cm. of antitoxin was given. The following day the pulse
was 120, the temperature 980, and the respirations 23 ; the
discharge was still free, and the patient very much better.
During the next three days the tracheal secretion was very
much reduced in amount; the albumen had sunk to a trace,
and the general improvement maintained. On the eleventh
day after being first seen, however, she became worse, and
had evidence of pneumonia at the left base. A further injec-
tion of io c.cm. was given, and by the next day the condition
was improving. Resolution and recovery soon followed. The
Loeffler bacillus could not be found in some of the tracheal
secretion forwarded to the British Institute of Preventive
Medicine. A slight erythematous rash was seen twenty-four
hours after the first injection; there were no joint pains. The
third injection of antitoxin was given to see if it had any
antidotal properties towards the toxins produced by the
pneumonic process, but Mr. Wray is not certain whether the
result is really attributable to the serum.
* Reports kindly forwarded by the Director of the British Institute of

Preventive Medicin.6

LVI.-A. GREENWOOD, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Crouch End).*
One Case: Death on T'wenty-fifth Day: Bacteriological Exam-

nation Negative: Eranthem.-The patient was an ill-nourished
girl of 5, who complained first of malaise, and two days later
of sore throat. She was not seen till the eighth day of her ill-
ness; she was then somewhat somnolent, taking little food.
The temperature was 102.50, the pulse I 50, and the respirations
not much quickened. There was no cough, but the sub-
maxillary glands were enlarged, especially on the right side.
There was white membrane on both tonsils, particularly the
right. Liquor ferri perchlor. was given locally and inter-
nally. Next day the condition was worse, the throat being
unchanged, and nourishment badly taken. The temperature
was IO50, and there were sordes on the lips and teeth. Twenty
c.cm. of Burroughs and Wellcome's antitoxin were injected,.
and the following morning there was a distinct improve-
ment, the temperature, being lower and the mouth much
clearer. The membrane was peeling off the tonsils, and
nourishment was better taken. Towards evening the right
tonsil appeared to become covered again; io c.cm. more anti-
toxin were accordingly injected. During the next three days
the child appeared to be steadily improving, and the mem-
brane diminished considerably. On the fourteenth day of
the illness, however, the temperature rose suddenly to 104.50,
and I5 c.cm. more antitoxin were injected. Next day there
was slight laryngeal obstruction, and a large mass of mem,
brane could be seen on the right side; 5 c.cm. of antitoxin
were injected. A day later the condition was unchanged,
and 15 c.cm. of antitoxin supplied by the British Institute of
Preventive Medicine were given. The following day there
was a red blotchy eruption on the face like measles, but less
confluent. There was a branny desquamation on the chest
and fingers; no history of a previous rash could be obtained.
Next day the laryngeal obstruction was worse, and there was
some inspiratory recession; from this time there was some
improvement, and the throat was clear three days later.
Nourishment continued to be well taken throughout. On
the twenty-fourth day the pulse became very weak and rapid,
the respirations were 30 and almost entirely abdominal. The
child died next day from paralysis of the cardiac and respira-
tory centres. There had been some broncho-pneumonia dur-
ing the second week. Mr. Greenwood calls attention to the
desperate condition of the child when first seen, and con-
siders that the antitoxin prolonged life by assisting in the
removal of the membrane. Some membrane was bacterio-
logically examined at the British Institute of Preventive
Medicine, but it was not taken till ten days after the first in-
jection of antitoxin, and the result was negative.

LVIJ.-F. W. JOLLYE, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H., Medical
Officer of Health to the Alresford District Council.

Seven Cases: Recovery in All: Bacteriological Diagnosis in
Three: Paralysis in Tvo.-i. The patient was a girl aged io, who
two days after first complaining of sore throat was found to
have a thick membrane covering both tonsils and the uvula.
The temperature was I0OI, the pulse 90, and the urine cloudy
with albumen. The symptoms gradually increased in severity,
and four days later she complained of earache, could get no
sleep, and would take nothing but port wine; there was a
sanguineo-purulent discharge from the nose. The pulse was
ii8, very feeble, and the temperature 101.40; I5 c.cm. of
antitoxin were injected. Next day the throat looked cleaner,
although no membrane had separated; the nasal discharge
was still very great, but she had had some sleep and a little
milk. The temperature was 990, and the pulse 120, and
counted with difficulty; the urine contained one-sixth of
albumen. Ten c.cm. more antitoxin were injected; during
the night a great deal of membrane came away by the nose
and mouth, and on the following morning the throat was
much clearer and the nasal discharge much less. The tem-
perature was 990, and the pulse I12. A day later there was
only a little membrane on the left tonsil, and the child was
much better in every way; the temperature was 98.40, the
pulse 105, and the urine contained three-fourths of albumen.
Twenty-four hours later the membrane had disappeared, and
there was no nasal discharge; nourishment was well taken.
From this time onwards there was steady improvement in the
general symptoms, but on the fourteenth day of the illness a
nasal twang appeared, associated with regurgitation of liquids


